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greatly reduced. The final traffic situation at the close of the campaign is
shown in figure 64.

Results,  During this 414 month campaign, the 313th Bombing Wing
of the 21st Bomber Command, consisting of from 80 to 100 planes, planted
12,135 mines on shipping lanes in and around Japan and in many Japanese
and a few Korean ports. Aireraft made 1,424 trips over the mining targel
Each aircraft carried on the average of 81/ mines (a B-20 can carry twelve
1,000b. (500 Ib. charge), or seven 2.000-lb. (1,000 Ib. charge) mines) and
the longest distance flown without refueling was 3,110 nautical miles. Tho
mines were dropped by radar sights from 5,000 to 8,000 foot levels, Ape
proximately 4,900 mines were magnetic, 3,500 acoustic, 2.900 pressuro
and 700 low frequency-acoustic, while about half of them were 1,000:pound
mines and the other half 2,000-pound mines.

Records kept by the Japanese show that 670 ships, including 65 warships,
were sunk or severely damaged; 294 were sunk, 137 damaged heyond repair

and 239 damaged and repaired. In tonnage the total was approximately
1.4 million tons, or about threc-fourthy of the shipping available in March,
Relatively litle food and raw matorial wore coming into Japan from Asia,

and the traffic in the Inland Sea and along Japanese shores was only a trifle
of that required to distribute materials cffectively. Leading industrialists
pointed out that industry could not continue to produce, and estimated that
7 million Japanese would starve within the year.

The shipping charts referred to were prepared by the 20th Air Command,
with the width of the line proportional to the average tons of shipping per
day. A comparison of these charts will indicate how the Japanese shifted
their shipping to the less mined ports early in the campaign, and also how
the total amount of shipping was reduced s cach phase of the project was
completed.

A few of the comments expressed by Japanese officers and industrialists
after the war are of interest here.

(1) “The result of B-20 mining was so effective against the shipping
that it eventually starved the country. I think you probably could have
shortened the war by heginning earlier.”

(2) “—the minelaying B-29's with their great carrying capacity were a
peetless weapon which hastened the last hour of the war.””

(8) “—in the war's last months the proportion of shipping sunk were
1 by submarines, 6 by hombs, 12 by mines.” (These data are not proved
by actual statistics, but the statement does indicate the Japanese opinion.)

(4) “Around June and July this year (1945) conditions were so bad that
regardless of losses we pushed the ships through.”

(5) “The aerial sinking of Japanese vessels and the B-20 aerial mining
of Japanese harbors were equally effective in the closing stages of the war
as the B-29 attacks on Japanese industry.” (The Air Force has stated that
the Tnner Zone Mining Campaign represented but 5.7 percent of the 21st
Bomber Command’s total effort.)

The success of the project was due very largely to the 100 percent
cooperation of the Army and Navy forces involved. This can not be
stressed too strongly. Each group repeatedly referred to the other group’s
continued cooperation. Fleet Adm. C. W. Nimitz, USN, has said, “The
planning, operational and technical execution of the Air TForce aireraft
mining on a scale never before attained, has accomplished phenomenal
results and is a credit to all concerned.” General LeMay, Commanding
General, 21st Bomber Command, congratulated the Navy’s Mine Laboratory
for the effective mine designs.

B. Mining Summary

Summary of U.S. Command Mining Campaign in World War
IL AL of the mining campaigns this chapter, except for the
very few U8, mines dropped in the Medite were accomplished under
the U8, Command, although nearly 6,000 mines, both of United States
and British manufacture, wore planted by the RAF, RAAF, and RNAF,
whilo operathg undor the U8 Command,
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Figure 61.—Press clippings.

Air Force during this phase, and news items appeared in allied newspapers
in many cities. Excerpts of these items from Honolulu and from Indian
and British papers are shown in figure 61.

'he third phase extended from May 13 to June 6. Two hundred and
airhorne and 1,313 mines were laid. Three aircraft were

nine aircrait were
Tost.

A study of the technical results of the first two phases of the campaign
indicated that, since the number of mines available was limited, frequent
yemining with a relatively few mines was more effective than large scalo
ive mines were desirable

Jnining once or twice per month, and that less se
to give greater damage to each ship mined and to decrease the efficiency

of enemy sweeps.
The Mine Modification Unit therefore took on incre
it tried to work out methods and instructions for reduc
target widths. Much of th
ports on the a side of
ports as well as maintaining the Shimonoscki Straits blockade.
The

and mined passages we
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shipping was now being dive

directed

pan, so this pha

Mined ports
closed for a fow days and then opened again, but

sults were ¢ to those of the first two phases.

apparently the closures were for longer periods than at first, probably

because of inadequate sweeping equipment, Sweep hombs were sl usec

against the A-3 firing devics, and w new doublo outonary aweep appoared

againat the magnetic mine, Lut 1t was awkward to use,  However, it proved





