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Events, exhibitions & conferences 

NSW Presentations 2018 
 

Subject:  Spectacle Island Armament Depot and the Port 
  Jackson Armament Pipeline 
Speaker: A talk by Robert Curran, former OIC RAN  
  Armament Depot, Kingswood 
Details: Tuesday, 18 September 2018, 1730 for 1800 
Where:  Chatswood RSL, 446 Victoria Ave,  
  Chatswood, NSW, 2067 
Details: This presentation will cover the history of Spectacle Island, 
one of the longest continuously operated ADF sites. In addition to 
the history of island as an armament depot, the Sydney 
ammunition pipeline through which ships at anchor in Sydney 
Harbour were either ammunition or de-stored will be addressed. 
The presentation will feature a video of the movement of 
ammunition from Kingswood to ship’s side in the early 1990s. 

Visit the Society Website Home Page for full details of all 
presentations and events 

VIC Presentations 2018 - Fourth Monday of the month 
 

Subject: Career of Captain Andrew Mackinnon  
Speaker: Captain Andrew Mackinnon CSC RAN (Retd) 
Date:  24 September 2018 
Where:  Waverley RSL, 161 Coleman Parade,  
  Glen Waverley (Melways 71C3)  
 
WA Presentations 2018 - Third Thursday of the month 
 

Subject:  HMAS Tingira: The Ship, Trainees and Training 
Speaker: Mr. Roy Stall 
Date:  20 September 2018 
Where:  Seminar Room, 57 Lisle Street, Mt Claremont                
  (see page 4) 
 
ACT Presentations 2018- First Monday of the month 

 At Legacy House from 1730.  

  VICTORIA     EMAIL:   rex.f.williams@gmail.com      Telephone:  (03) 9850 8497 

  WESTERN AUSTRALIA        EMAIL: gmcarter@bigpond.com  Telephone:  (08) 9330 1331 

President's Report 
 

In May, after attending the Graduation of Emms Division from the Recruit School at HMAS Cerberus, we 

attended the opening of the Australia Room at the Cerberus Museum in company with a number of  Second 

World War veterans and members of the Navy family. The NHSA exists primarily to promote our Royal 

Australian Navy, and its history.  
 

To Victorians our RAN is mainly personified by the Command and the crew of HMAS Cerberus, the 'cradle' 

of the Navy. The support that the Victoria Chapter has received over a number of years, and continues to 

receive from Cerberus in the production of our own newsletter is greatly appreciated. 
 

We have had some excellent Speakers up over the last few months. At our meeting on 25 June we enjoyed a 

Great War video from an American perspective entitled 'Changing Tide'. It had some excellent footage of 

Jutland and the U-boat campaign. Then for our 23 July meeting we were treated to a video compiled by the 

RAN Video Unit at Garden Island, located not far the Boatshed, home for the National headquarters. 
 

On 27 August Captain Sheldon Williams spoke about his experiences in India, as Australia’s Defence          

Advisor to the Indian Government. His perspective on the rise to prominence of the Indian Navy was of 

particular interest. Sheldon has graduate and post graduate qualifications in applied science, logistics,       

resource management and international relations, his most recent being a Masters in Philosophy (Strategic 

and International) at the Indian National Defence College. 
 

For Monday, 24 September, Captain Andrew Mackinnon CSC RAN (Retd), now a Naval Infrastructure Consultant, will speak. Andrew joined the 

RANC in 1963 and graduated in 1966. An extremely interesting and varied career followed leading to his promotion to Captain in 1990. During 

1991-94 he served with the Department of Defence in Canberra as Director, South West Pacific Branch, International Policy Division . Then    

followed command of HMAS Coonawarra in Darwin, Australian Defence Advisor in Wellington NZ, eighteen months as Director UN Peace    

Operations and Arms control in the Strategy and International Policy Division in Canberra. 
 

 

Rex Williams 

 

President’s Report 
 

Since our last report we have continued our regular monthly meetings with a good response by our attending members. 
 

I was away in France in May and missed the talk by Michael Sargent, an expert on the Royal Navy in the Nelson era and Napoleonic wars. The 

event was well attended and produced many questions. In June we heard a masterful talk on the military and naval battles for Rabaul in both world 

wars. Commodore Brett Dowsing, senior ADF officer in WA, related the experience and understanding gained while growing up there as a child, 

surrounded by relics and local memories, and folklore of the trials and tribulations within the area. 
 

Subject of the 19 July meeting was All the Nice Girls/WRANS at Rottnest Island in the Second World War. Thanks to Geoff Vickridge for this 

great presentation. Our 16 August presentation, from Nigel Rogers, was titled The Battle of the Falkland Islands. 
 

On 20 September Mr Roy Stall will discuss HMAS Tingira; The Ship, the Trainees and the Training. The presentation will be held from 2.00 pm to 

4.00 pm at Lisle Court, Seminar Room, 57 Lisle Street, Mount Claremont, Western Australia, 6010. The entrance to the venue is off Alfred Street 

and close to the flagpole. So get your diary out and register 20 September for this important presentation. 
 

Details of the October meeting will be confirmed soon. 

At the present time we are planning our Christmas function for 15 November. Details will also follow. 
 

George Carter 

 

membership (membership types, NHR digital take up rate and  

printing and postage costs) to determine the 2019-20 membership 

fees. Our constitution requires the rates to be approved by members 

attending the AGM. Regardless of this exercise, the Society 

maintains a healthy financial state thanks largely to the popularity of 

the Garden Island tours. Tour revenue continues to fund all other 

operating costs. 

 

Finally, our appeal in the August edition of Call the Hands for new 

Sydney based volunteers to work in the Boatshed generated some 

interest. However, more volunteers are still sought. There is a 

variety of tasks, some routine and some less so but most require a 

moderate level of computer skills or a willingness to learn. If you or 

someone you know has an interest, please contact myself or David 

Blazey to learn more. 

 

I thank all members for their continued support. If you have not yet 

renewed your membership we look forward to hearing from you 

soon. 

 
 

David Michael 

President 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT - September 2018 

 

Forgot to Renew your Membership? 
 

It is not too late. 
 

* Use the website members page. 
 

* Download and mail a ‘new’ membership form. 
 

* Phone the office with your credit card details - (02) 9359 2372 

Calling for new volunteers 
 

New volunteers are sought to progress NHSA current and future activities at 

Garden Island in Sydney. While most positions required are ongoing many are 

‘one off’ tasks such as converting previously published Society books to ‘e’ 

format for publication on the internet.  
 

Another current need is for an IT Operations Support person to assist two    

days a  week maintaining the present system and assisting with updating both 

hardware and software amongst other things. 
 

The reason most people volunteer is the Island’s old Boatshed, one of the most 

unique and interesting places to work in Sydney. They commute to Garden 

Island by a short ferry or bus ride from the CBD. For those seeking interesting 

work in great surroundings, we would like to talk to you.  
 

Please contact us by phoning (02) 9359 2243 on either Tuesday or Thursday to 

arrange a visit and learn more. 

 

(right) NHSA volunteer guides at the Boatshed . 

 

Welcome to this edition of the Buzz. As always, I am grateful to 

Editor, Ross Gillett, for its production and Chapter presidents for 

their input. The Chapter committees continue to provide a wonderful 

program of presentations for members in Melbourne, Perth, 

Canberra and Sydney. For those who live in these cities, you are 

encouraged to attend and most welcome to bring family and friends. 

Our speakers certainly appreciate larger audiences. The schedule of 

coming events can be found on page 1 and 4, and on the NHSA 

website home page. 

 

The Society passed a significant milestone in June/July as we 

transitioned to an online membership renewal system. It was not all 

smooth sailing as we encountered a series of challenges which tested 

the patience of some members and generated additional work for 

hard-working volunteers in the Boatshed. In particular, I 

acknowledge the dedication of the Membership team; Robin Stone 

and Ian MacKenzie and Treasurer Nick Horspool who have adapted 

well to new processes and navigated us through a difficult transition 

period. 

 

Society Secretary, David Blazey who manages distribution of the 

Naval Historical Review (NHR), reports that the take up rate for the 

digital version was significantly less than anticipated. Fewer than 

thirty percent of members opted to go ‘digital’.  

 

For members receiving the new format, A4 size NHR accompanying 

this newsletter, we would appreciate your feedback. Is it easier to 

handle and read? Would you prefer a lighter grade of paper? How is 

the layout which we have retained largely unchanged? All members 

have access to the full colour version of the NHR on the members 

page of the website. 

 

Before the November 2018 Annual General Meeting your 

Committee will review all the factors which influence the cost of  



Graf Spee 
 

In the harbour of Montevideo you can find the rangefinder 

and anchor of the German ‘pocket’ battleship Graf Spee 

which was sunk by her commander, CAPT Langsdorff, near 

Montevideo on 17 December 1939 after the Battle of Rio de 

la Plata (13 December). 
 

The monument to Graf Spee, is not much to look at. But for 

naval history buffs, it will conjure up images of the famous 

(and very unique) battle between the Graf Spee and British/

Commonwealth naval forces. In the end, clever British   

operational deception, caused Langsdorff to order a              

"hari-kari" of the mighty warship. The ship was scuttled by 

her own crew... and subsequently, Langsdorff took his own 

life a few days later. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Naval Historical Society of Australia - Contact Details: 

Garden Island Defence Precinct 

Building 25  

Locked Bag 7005 

LIVERPOOL NSW 1871  

Tel: (02) 9359 2372, 9359 2243  

(Tuesdays & Thursdays only)  

Fax: (02) 9359 2383  

Email: secretary@navyhistory.org.au  

Website: www.navyhistory.org.au 
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Clarens Gardens 
 

Clarens House was the home of the Martins, at Macleay St, Potts Point. The 

adjacent gardens were developed during 1853-68. The novelist Anthony 

Trollope described the 'garden falling down to the sea' as a 'fairyland'. The 

property was acquired by the RAN in 1941. However, elements of the   

original garden have survived, with HMAS Kuttabul now standing on the 

site.  
 

Above: Clarens Gardens. Photo courtesy Dictionary of Sydney. 
 

After its purchase by the Commonwealth Government Clarens' masterpiece, 

the Choragic monument, was moved and re-erected in the Royal Botanic 

Gardens, on the lower garden near Farm Cove. In 1943, the lower part of the 

garden was almost completely destroyed when stairs, statuary, paths and 

urns were smashed during construction of an underground sub-station. The 

house was demolished in 1965. 
 

In the 1970s, naval identity Jack Gibbs, head gardener at HMAS Kuttabul, 

began excavating remnants of the garden. Unlike the making of the garden, 

this was an exercise in prudence and patience, piecing together the story of 

the garden and reconstructing it.  
 

Fragments of the original urns supplied the detail for reproductions; the 

summerhouse, remarkably still there, was restored. Although the garden can 

only be a small part of its former glory, Gibbs's work over 20 years was a 

remarkable accomplishment, akin to Martin's making of the garden more 

than a century before. 

Veteran GPV to be scrapped 
 

Many NHSA members will remember or have served aboard the Navy’s two 

1960 vintage general purpose vessels, HMA Ships Bass and Banks. A recent 

report from Queensland indicated that an Airlie Beach-based company was 

awarded the contract for the removal of the languishing wreck the MV 

Banks at Cid Harbour on the Whitsunday Island.  
 

Coral Coast Oceaneering beat off competition from numerous marine    

salvage operators with the $365,000 contract awarded through Maritime 

Safety Queensland.  The vessel was towed off on 5 July before being towed 

to Townsville to be broken up for scrap. The 207-tonne former GPV had 

been stranded at Cid Harbour since Cyclone Debbie hit the region in March 

2017. Source: Whitsunday Times. 

(left) HMAS Banks. Photo courtesy Graeme Andrews. 

(right) MV Banks aground at Cid Harbour. 

 

 

 
 

 

Future duties 
 

The former Ton class   

minesweeper HMAS     

Curlew (right) has changed 

ownership for $1!  
 

New owner, Kris Mitchell, 

says he will take her to 

Brisbane to operate as a 

backpacker  hostel. Will 

most probably be a tow 

north from Tasmania.  

HMAS Curlew arrives in Sydney for the last time on 28 April 1990. 

Chris Sattler 
 

Many ‘old-timers’ have visited Curlew  at Margate in Tasmania, where she 

was still fitted with her Napier Deltic engines. The vessel’s original asking 

price was $300,000 (see The Buzz No. 64). 
 

Meanwhile the former SDB 

1321, ex HDML 1321, has 

been successfully removed 

from the water in Darwin 

and onto a trailer.  
 

Built in Hobart in 1943, the 

boat (right) later operated in 

Sydney as a charter boat. 

The 75-year old war veteran 

has a documented war   

history around  northern 

Australia and New Guinea. 

Platypus 
 

The former torpedo factory and RAN submarine base HMAS 

Platypus has become Sydney's newest foreshore hot spot.  
 

The Federal government invested almost $70 million to 

remediate and restore this significant site and as part of the 

restoration, a new foreshore walk was opened along the old 

submarine wharf. This now includes a new overwater walk-

way linking the site with Kesterton Park in North Sydney. 
 

According to a report in Architecture and Design, the walk 

will enable visitors to travel by ferry to North Sydney ferry 

wharf and then enter Sub Base Platypus across the water. 
 

Key elements also include a new submarine-theme          

playground built by the Harbour Trust’s Volunteer          

Restoration Team; and access to the foreshore from Kiara 

Close. The restoration team for the new playground consisted 

of more than 50 volunteers whose skills and expertise ranged 

from engineering and carpentry to electrical, toolmaking and 

sheet metal work. The unique playground is a tribute to its 

history as a base for the six Oberon-class subs and as a   

torpedo manufacturing and maintenance factory. Volunteers 

built some of the equipment, including a model Oberon  

submarine and periscopes. 
 

Over the next few years, 

the plan is to turn this  

former industrial site into a 

family-friendly slice of 

harbourside Sydney. The 

second stage of the      

refurbishment will involve   

additional public spaces, 

including a plaza and 

courtyard areas, as well as 

refurbishments to enable 

adaptive re-use of the area. 
 

(right)  The memorial 

commemorates the    

service and seamen that 

were based on the site 

from 1967 to 1999. 

Albany memorial service 
 

In mid June US submariners lost at sea while defending Australia were  

honoured at a memorial service at the National Anzac Centre in Albany, 

WA. Officers and senior sailors from the Australian and United States   

navies gathered with Australian Naval Cadets from TS Vancouver and   

invited guests to remember the submariners.  
 

While the event sought to honour USN Submariners it also addressed the 

contribution of the Australian, the British and Dutch navies made in the 

undersea domain during that time. 
 

Commander William Dull of the United States Navy addressed attendees in 

a moving speech, going back to 1942. 
 

“We are here today remembering our lost comrades and the tremendous 

impact allied submarines operating out of Western Australia made in the 

Pacific during World War II,” he said.  
 

“While focused on sinking  

Japanese oil tankers,  

submariners from the allied  

forces contributed  

tremendously to the efforts  

of crippling enemy forces  

and accelerating the allied  

victory against the threat of  

a Japanese invasion,” he  

added. 

 

 

Remembering 

Canberra 
 

On 9 August 

2018 Navy 

commemo-

rated the 76th 

anniversary of 

the loss of the 

first HMAS 

Canberra in 

the Battle of 

Savo Island. The ceremony took place at the permanent  

memorial to the County class heavy cruiser on the foreshore 

of Lake Burley Griffin in the ACT. 
 

Commanding Officer of Navy’s current HMAS Canberra, 

Captain Ashley Papp, reflected on the nature of sea service 

after the ceremony on the shores of Lake Burley Griffin. 

“My counterpart on the original HMAS Canberra was a 43-

year-old career naval officer who had joined the Navy as a 

13-year-old midshipman,” said Captain Papp. 

“Captain Frank E Getting was at the peak of his career, but 

operational service during armed conflict carries risks then 

as it does now. Sadly he died from wounds received after his 

ship was hit by Japanese torpedoes and shells.” 
 

In August 1942, Canberra supported American landings at 

Guadalcanal and Tulagi, operations which ended with       

her loss. Captain Getting was one of the 193 personnel    

either killed or wounded from the ship’s company of 819. 

Remembering the old GI  
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